


Seeby Woodhouse with
John Key at the launch of
Green Carbon.

£€| try to approach
things from a redl,
rational, scientific
viewpoint and hope
that maybe one
day I'll do some
good. 73

passions.... | researched global warming
because | didn’t want to back a horse that
turned out to be a wrong bet and it's all
caused by sun spots or something.”
Woodhouse says he got as far as doing his
own caleulations on the amount of heat that
a CO2 molecule would absorb and how
that werks in terms of different amounts
of radiation. He worked out enough to be
convinced that scientists' predictions of
serious upcoming change were bang on.
Woodhouse is resigned to living with the
apparent contradictions of his new role.
“I've had people tell me | should be driving
a Prius,” he says. "But, hang on, I've already
got a car. If | sell that car it's just going to go
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to someone else who's going to drive it in
exactly the same way as me or worse. And
the creation of a Prius is going to do more
environmental damage because the energy
required to create a new car — especially

a car with heavy batteries and that sort of
swifi s way worse than ine 'mpach of just
driving the car I'm already in.”

Woodhouse contends that the problem lies
at a much deeper level than one individual’s
car.

“The trouble with any Western person saying
they drive a Prius Is that it doesn’t matter,”
he says, “because the average first world
person consumes 35 times more resources
than a third world person.”

Woodhouse sees parallels with arguments
surrounding the use of environmentally
friendly light bulbs.

“I've seen people go through their houses
and say, ‘I'll buy energy efficient light bulbs
and I'll throw out all my existing ones’. But
the energy required to make that energy
efficient light bulb was way more than just
using an inefficient light bulb until it blows.
So | say, if a light bulb is going to blow, sure
I'll replace it with an energy efficient one but
don't go through your house and throw out a
whole load of good light bulbs and put them
in landfill.

“Yes, there are some really serious issues
and I'd like to be part of the solution.
No-one talks about how we could all drive
huge ‘whale-tail' American cars that are
huge gas guzzlers as long as there weren't
so many of us on the planet. If there were
a billion people we wouldn't have all these
environmental problems.
“By the year 2050 we're going to have nine
billion people and they are all going to want
to eat more protein. It's just going to put
a huge strain on resources — as there is
already. Half the coral reefs have died and
most of the world's fishenes are in decine
or collapsed already. And if crops yield
50 percent less because we've got global
warming but we've got to feed 50 percent
more people, I'm really concerned.
“One of the scariest statistics ['ve ever
seen is there’s less than two billion people
in the world who you could class as having
a first world standard of living. Four billion
people in the world don't have access to
clean water or anything like that. So two
thirds of the world is living in poverty and
third werld conditions.
“The problem is huge. All | try and do is
have a good understanding of the issues. |
try to approach things from a real, rational,
scientific viewpoint and hope that maybe
one day 'll do some good. If people want
to criticise me that's fine.
“The problem we've got is that even if you
lived like a very frugal Westerner, if you are
a Westerner there’s still a problemn because
the planet can't sustain the whole world
living like we do now.
“So either we need to invent new sources of
energy and new sources of sustainability -
which | think is the only way forward — or we
need to drastically reduce the population.
The coming times are going to be very scary
so we need as many heads working on
pollution as possible.
“| like to know my topic. | certainly don't
think I'm an expert but | like to get to the
issue and try to understand. | did three
months of reading before | started Green
Carbon. | wanted to verify my own thinking
and make sure | was on the right track. |
also wanted to be able to answer questions
in a sensible manner rather than just saying,
‘oh, | have an environmental company and
it's cool’.
“l could have retired and done nothing. But |
can just tell | need to keep my brain active.™
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